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speedily overpower the people, who were given no adequate
representation and no bill of rights. Trial by jury in civil cases
would be lost Taxation by Congress "would be unlimited^ with.
a standing army to enforce collection* lie state militias, under
the control o£ Congress, could be used to suppress all public
liberty. 'The militia of Pennsylvania may be marched to New-
England or Virginia to quell an insurrection occasioned by. tie
most galling oppression/' Pennsylvania., with its popular con-
stitution, would suffer particularly from the creation of a central
government so unlike that of Pennsylvania, And yet, the Anti-
federalist dissenters declared, they were not thinking of Penn-
sylvania alone., but rather of "the cause of the present and future-
ages—the cause of liberty and mankind/9
The minority dissenters were supported by many of their con-
stituents, and Pennsylvania had a vigorous Antifederalist oppo-
sition which did not give up till months after the Constitution
tad been ratified by the necessary nine states. The "Seasons for
Dissent" reached other states and strengthened the hands of
Antifederalists there. Some of the responsibility for the persist-
ence of the Pennsylvania opposition must be laid to the Fed-
eralist leaders who used their advantage of numbers in a ruthless
drive to make Pennsylvania the first to ratify and therefore per-
haps most likely to win the seat of government Their actions
amounted to a land of majority coup c£&tat. There was bound to
be resistance from men of spirit, especially from those who, hav-
ing all their lives been inhabitants of Pennsylvania, could not
quickly think of themselves as citizens of the United States. But
it may be pointed out that the Antifederalist leaders, Findley,
Smile, and Whitehill, all later served willingly and effectively
in Congress.
A picturesque incident^ overlooked by historians of the making*
and ratifying of the Constitution, throws n hard light on the
conflict between Federalists and Antifederalists in Philadelphia.
Some time in the fall of 1787 a Philadelphia painter, Matthew
Prattj painted a signboard, now long lost, wMeh was hung in
front of an unidentified tavern at Fourth and Chestnut Streets.
The picture on it was called "The Representation of the Con-
stitution,* and it contained portraits, said to be lif elike, of thirty-
eight of the thirty-nine delegates who had signed the document.
They were shown inside the room where they had sat, with Wash-

